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NUMBER XXXVI. 


To be continued every SaturDAY. Price Two-pence Halfpenny. 


Nibil tam equande libertatis effe, quam potentiffiimum quemque poffe dicere 


caufam, Liv. 


SATURDAY, February 5th. 


* 


HAV E feen myfelf more than once acculed 
inthe public papers, of having praétifed the 
very fame abufe againft the character of Mr. 
P—, which I ha¥@tondemned fo loudly in the 


_&) » writings of thofe who weekly défame the 
| K—g and histM@—rs, | fhould certainly have 
ovcr-looked, with filent contempt, the infinu- 
ations of all fuch ob{cure calumniators: but, as 


ar—tr—d P—te has, in an advertifement toa late performance, 
‘condefcended to iffferfere in this difpute, and flourifh the wea- 
‘pons in defiance of thofe who prefume to cenfure Mr. P—’s ad—n ; 
{ thall, in this paper, endeavour to fhew, with what propriety the 
B— has tucked up his éanonicals, to mount the ftage as a politi- 


cal prize-fighter ; and* with what dexterity he has managed the — 


“fingle faulchion of his wit, in dazzling the eyes of his {peCtators. 
- Havine acknowledged his ‘duty to two mafters, his God and 


his King, he gives us to underftand, that there was no truth in. 


-areport which had been induftrioufly circulated, that he was con- 
cerned in writing the vindication of a late M——r: he obferves, 


that if the conduct of the faid M—r, required any vindication, his 
own 
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own pen was more than equal to the tafk: but, that far from be- 
ing a fubject for cenfure, it was, and ever would be a theme of 
admiration and applaufe. 1 do not pretend to recollect the precife 
words ; but this is the purport of his declaration—Finally, he 
compares W— P— Efq; to Scipio, furnamed Africanus, who 
being abufed by a low plebeian called Nevius, who impeached him 
of divers mifdemeanours, inftead of anfwering the particulars of 
the charge, told the people affembled in the Forum, that this was 
the anniverfary of the decifive victory which he had obtained over 
Hannibal and the inveterate enemies of the commonwealth, and 
exhorted them to follow him to church, that he might return 
thanks to God for thefe ineftimable benefits. 

WuHeTuer an ecclefiaftic, advancing thus in the front of faction, 

‘and profefling himfelf the champion of a demagogue, under whafe 
banners, and in whofe name, the abandoned mercenaries of fedi- 
tion have raifed the cry againft their S—n and his g—t, and 
endeavoured to excite a civil war jin the bowels of their country, 
approves himfelf a faithful fervant either to his God, or to his King, 
1 thall leave the impartial public to determine. But, before I pro- 

ced to confider the propriety of his comparifon, I muft obferve, 
that he feems to be a little miftaken in. his hiftorical fact. Livy 
fays, the writers of thofe days were not agreed about the perfon 
of the accufer, whether Scipio Africanus was impeached by the 
two Pefilii, or by Nevius; but, there is no doubt concerning 
the quality of Nevius, who, far from being alow plebeian, was 
a tribune of the people. Truc it is, like fome modern tribunes, 
he was not the lefs a rafcal for his rank and influence among the 
multitude. He envied the virtue and the reputation of Scipio, who 
was a patrician of unblemifhed character, The profecution was 
founded on malice ; and his charge was equally falfe and frivo- 
lous; therefore he was juftly branded with the names Nedu/o an 
Nugator. 
1 woutp not do his L p the injuftice to fuppofe, that he 
meant to convey areproach in the term P/edeian; he who pro- 
fefles himfelf the fervant of him who has no refpect of perfons ; 
who owes his own importance, in a great meafure, to the favour 
of one whom fortune once numbered among the loweft of the 
plebeians; who owes his own elevation from the plebeian order, 
to the intereft and power of a plebian M—r, even to the man be- 
fore whote character he now throws the broad-buckler of his 
defiance. 

InpexED, if I was not afraid of fhocking the known modefty and 
felf-denial of this venerable P—te, J fhould not {cruple to declare, 
that his promotion in the Ch—, was one of the moft meritorious ef- 
forts of Mr. P—'s ad——n, What ineffable bleffings has he con- 
ferred on the hierarchy for procuring the M—tre for a P—te of 
his {peculative virtue! for a pious ecclefiaftic, who hath fo hap- 


pily imitated the meeknefs, humility, and moderation of his di- 
vine 
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vine Matter! fo eminently pofleffed of genius with out arrogance, 
of learning without oftentation ; whofe charity is {0 liberal, as to 
embrace all mankind; who can argue with decency, refute with 
ten derne(s, and retract with candour ; who never advanced a dog- 
ma which he himfelf did not implicitly believe; nor farted a 
paradox for the gratification of polemical pride; nor endeavoured 
to puzzle with fubtilty, rather than to convince with reafon; nor 
fought to hide the nakednefs of error with the multiplied folds of 
fophiftry and fuppofition. Such an ecclefiaftic, is, no doubt, an 


ornament to the Proteftant Church, and a fhining light among the ~ 


nations; and we can never enough applaud the judgment and 
equity of Mr, P—, who, without being actuated or influenced by 
motives of private connexion, er wordly intereft, added this great 
luminary to the epifcopal {phere ? 

His L——p may likewife be commendable (for aught I know) 
in ranging on the fide of his old, patron, even when he heads an 
oppofition againft his P—ce: but,till, I apprehend he will find it 
difficult to fuitain his comparifon W. P—, Efq; with Scipio, fur- 
named Africanus. That illuftrious Roman did not raife himfelf 
into confideration by turbulence and abufe: he was not a double 
apoftate from the principles he originally profefled: he never de- 
ferted his friends, his party, or his matter. His merit did not con- 
fift in mouthing again{t the princes and minifters of the common- 
wealth ; nor did he climb upon the fhoulders of the mob. to the 
firft offices of the ftate. He did not plunge his country into a rui- 
nous and unneceflary war, nor wantonly fleece the people, and 
augment the public burdens for its f{upport; nor planned expedi- 
tions equaliy ridiculous and fatal; nor arrogated to himfelf the ho- 
nour of fuccefsful expeditions, which he neither planned nor exe- 
cuted; nor quit the reins of g -t which he was no longer 
able to manage; nor infult his benefactor, by whole bounty he 
was raifed above indigence and dependence; nor ufe the loweft 
arts of popularity to play upon the paffions of the vulgar, and raife 
the mott dangerous {pirit of difcontent among his fellow-citizens, 

Scipio was remarkable for his fweetnefs of difpoGtion, his affa- 
bility, his liberality, and moderation. Tho’ poficfled of eloquence 
in an eminent degree, he {corned to ufe it for the purpofes of fac- 
tion. At the age of eighteen, he faved his father’s life in battle, 
By his fpirit and elocution, he prevented the Patricians from aban- 
doning Rome after the defeat of Canna. Before he had attained 
the age of thirty, he conquered'all Spain from the Carthaginians, 
not in his clofet, but at the head of hisarmy. He, in one day, 
took the ftrong city of New Carthage by afiault, and finifhed that 
war with a battle, in which above 50,000 of the enemy were flain, 
Then he transferred the war to Africa, where he defeated Afdru- 
bal and Syphax in two pitched battles, and in the following year 
overcame the great Hannibal in perfon at Zuma, Ina word, he 
befieged Carthage by fea and land, and obliged that haughty ri- 
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val of Rome to fubmit to fuch conditions as he thought proper to 
impofe. It was in confequence of thefe important fervices that he 
rofe to the higheft honours of the common-wealth, and not by 
caballing among the mob, which he ever defpifed. No wonder 
then that he attracted the envy and hatred of the illiberal ple- 
beians. His tranfcendent virtue and great reputation, were dif- 
agreeable, even to his dear fon-in-law, Tiberius Gracchus, the ido- 
lized orator of the populace, who would not be at reft, until he 
had raifed a commotion that ended in his own ruin. 

I cannot therefore perceive any point of view, in which our 
modern Gracchus refembles the character of Scipio Africanus ; 
there is not the fainteft fhadow of fimilitude, even in the circum- 
ftance which our r—t r—d champion has thought proper to 
record, Scipio’s enemies were plebeians ; whereas the only friends 
and admirers that Mr. P— can boaft, are of that order, except 
his own brother-in-law, ' and this r—d D—ne, fo lately fublimed 
above his native fphere. He might aswell therefore compare 
Col. W——kes to Julius Cefar, Ch—ll to Dean Swift, or Jacob 
Henriquez to the Duke de Sully, as to pretend to demonftrate 
any fort of refemblance between W— P-— and Scipio Africanus. 

I know the emiffaries and panegyrifts of alate M r, have 
often repeated this affertion, That when he placed himfelf at the 
helm, the honour of the nation was tarnifhed by fucceflive dif- 
graces; and the people in general overwhelmed with defpon- 
dence: that he no fooner took charge of the fteerage, than the 
gale of fortune became profperous : the fuccefs of the war began 
to change in our favour: our operations were carried on with re- 
doubled vigour; and the fpirits of the people, which had been fo 
wofully deprefled, were raifed to an uncommon pitch of eleva- 
tion: from thefe premifes, they inferred, that Mr. P— alone had 
caufed the profperous gale to blow; that he alone had invigorated 
our councils, animated our efforts, and raifed the dejected {pirits of 
his fellow-citizens. With the fame propriety, a peafant may 
claim the merit of a plentiful crop, tho’ the land was manured, 
and the feed fown before he had pofleffion of the farm, or a ha- 
berdafher of the city of London, might affirm, that the Lord- 
Mayor caufed the harveft-moon to fhine, becaufe he may have 
happened to enter upon office inthe month of September. __ 

At the beginning of the war, our councils were weak, waver- 
ing, and diftracted ; our meafures ill-concerted, and our plans 
wretchedly executed: but, experience, adverfity, and a common 
fenfe of danger, had already improved and united our councils, 
and an animating {pirit had diffufing itfelf thro’ every department of 
the civil and military adminiftration, when it was the good for- 
tune of Mr. P— to be lifted into the m-—I chair. The tide of 
fuccefs muft then have turned, tho’ Mr. P—, had been unborn; 
and as Hotipur in the play replies to Glendower, who boafted, 
that at his birth, : 


The 
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‘© The frame, and the foundation of the earth, | 
Shook like a cowards” 


it would have done 
“ At the fame feafon, if your mother’s cat 
Had kitten’d, though yourfelf had ne'er been born.” 


__As the profeffed admirers of Mr. P— infift upon his having 
folely changed the fortune of the war, it is incumbent upon them 
to thew what changes he made in the plan of operations; and what 
‘eflicers he appointed to the command of the different expeditions, 
‘Were: not both army and navy increafed to a very formidable de- 
gree of power before he was concerned in the ad nf Were 
‘not the admirals, Hawke, who fo often triumphed over the enemy ; 
Ofborne, who deltroyed part of the French fleet in the Mediterra- 
nean; Bofcawen, who befieged Louifbourg in America, and de- 
feated de la Clue off Lagos; Watfon, who reduced Geriah and 
Chaudenagore in the Eatt Indies; Pocoke, who obtained three 
fuccetlive' victories over the French Commander in that country, 
and has lately fo glorioufly: contributed to the reduction of the Ha- 
vaniva ;—_— Were not all thefe, I fay, employed under a former 
Wasnt North America’ pitched upon as the principal feat 
of the war, @ large army affembled on that continent, and. the plan 
of operations fettled beforé Mr. P—— took poffeffion of his place? 
Was it he that fent over the’ gallant Wolfe who conquered Que- 
bec, or intrufted Sir William Johnfton, who twice defeated the 
erlemy among-the woods-of América? Did he difcover or emplo 

the military talénts of a Clive,’a’ Lawrence, aiid Coote, to whic 

all our conquefts' in the Eaft Indiés are owing ?’ Let me only afk 
the prejudiced part of my countrymen, ‘whether they think, 
that any of thefé brave officers exerted himfelf the more, for Mr, 
P’s being ia the m++y? whether they do not believe, that all of 
them would have done their oe with the fame fpirit, if Mr. P— 
had never exifted ; and whether his arrogating to himfelf the merit 
of conquefts atehieved by their valour and their blood, is not in 
fact efideavouring to depreciate the characters of the living, and to 
defraud the memory of the dead? If any. general by land, or ad- 
miral by fea, conquered under his immediate aufpices, let his par- 
tifans ftand forth, and tell their names and exploits. The com- 
manders who were honoured by his choice, are well known. 
We all remember the gentleman who declined landing at Fouras ; 
and him who quietly withdrew from Martinique, when the iflan- 
ders were aflembling, in order to demand a capitulation ; and him 
who made fuch a glorious retreat from the bay of St. Cas. Nei- 
ther have we forgot the fuccefs and importance of thofe expedi- 


tions which can 8, ob be called his own. Thefe are fruitéul 


themes, which may hereafter-engage my attention: 


At prefent, I muft be indulged with a fhort hearing, while I 3 


{peak a few words in my own defence. I am accufed of throw- 
ing out abufe upon Mr. character arid Ad—n. I 
guilty. 
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guilty. I have freely fpoken my fentiments of both; but I have 


neither treated him with fcurrility, nor have I, in one inftance, 
deviated one tittle from the truth, at leatt ee and this [ 
folemnly declare in the fight of Heaven. The charge is there- 
i fore abfolutely falfe and malicious. The reader will remember, 
that I did not lift the pen in this difpute, till I faw my S—n, 
whom I am bound to honour, and his M--r whofe virtues I had 
‘caufe to refpect, afperfed with fuch falfhood, and reviled with 
fuch rancour, as muft have roufed the indignation of every honeft 
man, and interefted the attention of every loyal fubje&t. The 
‘authors of thofe audacious calumnies have proceeded to propa- 
gate their infamous flanders againft the moft refpectable charac- 
ters of the nation, to fuch a degree of malice and abufe, as no 
age can parallel. They profefs themfelves the partifans of the 
q the late M—r, in oppofition to the prefent ad n. They 
| are generally fuppoted to be his creatures ; and he has never yet 
| difowned their perfons or their principles, Shall it then be law- 
ful for his infamous ‘tools of faction. to promulgate the falfeit 

afperfions that malice ever forged againft, their King, his family, 

his friends, and government ; and be held a crime in me, te 

queftion, from undoubted faéts, the pretended.merit of their 

atron? Shall he, anointed with the, dregs of popularity, believe 

himfelf invulnerable, and direét his emiffaries to fquirt. their 

poifon at the T—ne, fecure again{t cenfure and rebuke? Noy I 

will not dive into the receffes of this,domeftic concerns in fearch 

‘ of feandal, and finding there no fubject of reproach, confult,the 

powers of fallacy and fiction. ,I will neither traduce the cha- 

‘, _ faéter of his mother, whom I do not know, nor queftion the 

virtue of his wife, which is truly refpectable ; nor treacheroufly 

feign circumftances in his private condud@t, to bring him in dif 

grace with thofe who are {trangers to his life and converfation :; 

yete fuch are the arts which his partizans have prattifed againfh 
id : his P—ce,. But, I fhall always exert the privilege of a, free-born’ 
§ Briton, in difcuffing openly fuch parts of his public. character, 
as, in my Opinion, affect the peace. and, welfare.of the commu- 
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